Dur m wants benefits extended

SenratOr visits
employment center
- in North Aurora
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NORTH AURORA — U S. Sen.
Pick Durbin wants to reinstate the
13-week  federal unemployment
nefits extension.

Durbin; D-1lL, on Thursday vis-

ted the Illmms Employment and -

Trdining Center in North Aurora,

where He met with job-training offi-

cials and Kane County residents in
search of work. .

Workers who are lard off receive
26 weeks of unemployment benefits.
Federal legislation that provided a
13-week extension to 39 weeks ex-

. pired Dec. 21,

© “Cutting off those benefits at

Christmas was as miich of a humbug
as Ebenezer Scrooge,” Durbin said.

The end of the extension affects

19,000 Ilinoisans, Durbin said. That .

number will increase to 97,000 by
June if Congress does not act.

‘Durbin said that despite Presi-. -

More coverage

e Charles Dodson of Geneva, a
former business executive, is one of
many peopie in'Kane County who

has struggled to find work.
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dent Bush's assertions that the econ-
omy is. recovering, there now are
357,000 fewer jobs in the state since
the temporary federal unemploy-
ment benefits extepsion program
wasihitiated th March 2002,

. SeeDEIRBm, page 2 g
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- ‘me bl o and that this accoumits for the
i cove;;l sl “E‘S 2 Joblesy re: fall in the unemployment rate
Durbin. mélcated that the t0 5.9 percent in the most re-
¢ benefits ‘extension issue has Cent jobs report.

. - hecome partisan.. If unemployed workers

“The White House and the who have dropped out of the
-nations- like

China, along with ‘countries =

‘ ers didn't: job hunt were included, the
mﬁfﬁe&ﬁ Durbin rate ‘would  be 7.1 percent
said. “The leaders in the other Durbinsaid.

_ party don't want to concede ~ Onk unemphyed ‘workers
the uneniployment problem.” who estabhshed a claim for

Durbin said there also ap- the extension ‘on or before

- pears to be another reason for - Dec. 21 are receiving the addi-

the congressional failure toex- tional 13 weeks -in benefits,
said - Sue ' Bradley, - regional
Hinois -

- tend the benefits.
.+ “Therg seems to be this manager :for. "e
inistaken- notion that: if you Department oF Enplow
extend the: benefits for 13 Security. ,
vmeks that pe . “We suppot 1
oking  for - wark ”  Durbin grant extension,”
‘ 'é&ld “More ‘than 400,000
#Hlinoisans ~ remain unem- the benefits extension, the fed-
ployed and it'’s not for lack of - eral govemment must encour-

Durbin said
: canwmicershavemégeﬁgwenf
. “This i@t a recovery,” - up looking for a job recently,

Durbin said that beyﬁnd sgonies eimbedded -
in the cost of products
"Durbmsard - o

age" rhe fevitalization of the
economy’s manufactm:ing ,
sector. "

“The question is how can.

-we turn this jobless recovery -

into something that puts peo-
pleback to work,” Durbin said. -
“We need to provide decent
jobs for people to raise their.
families.”
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Mexico = and
like Rusisia that are llegally ex-

portinig steel'to America at a

cost lower than what it cost to

- produce, are sending manu-
overseas,

facturing. - jobs
Durbin sald. o
- Durbinalso is aﬂvmaﬂng a
new look at how woikers are




