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sl S Sen. Dick Durbm spent
‘ part of Thursday listening to
! j stories from laid-off ]Ob seekers

-extend federal unemployment
- benefits. ©

communlty,” $aid Durbin, a
1gfield Democrat; during a

“of ‘Employment Securlty s
& NorthAurora office. .-
}" fOr fanulies in tlns s1tuauon "

‘and gathermg steam for what
“he hopes is a new push to

, “Thg unemployment has.
reached into ‘just about every

at the lllinois Department/

' “There is not a lot of support
o unemployment professxonals

Durbln says he will, push for

- ‘another 13-week extension of

jobless benefits for recently
unemployed workers when
Congress reconvenes next.
cweek:.
Such a ‘move would be a
repeat of a. similar authoriza-
‘tion approved by Congress and

President Bush last year.

' Congressional Democrats
tried for another extension

before Christmas but the issue
was never brought to a vote

before the Republican-con-
- trolled Congress ad]ourned for

theyear. '
Durbin sat with a dozen state

“ton.” ‘
Jim Flurry, 48, of Geneva, told
Durbin how he had been laid.
off from Burr Ridge-based
i manufacturtng

On vmt to N Aumm senator lzstens to unemployed mszdents stmes

\]ob asa marketmg executrve m‘ “

‘ and local networklng groups,
; the candy industry. -

listening to personal accounts"
-of job searches and struggles It

was, information he said he

: would “brmg back to Washmg-

‘ company
Hansen Technology Corp.

: “Unemployment affects the
Uentlre family,” he said, telling
the senator about dozens of job
intetviews that have yet to yield
a position equal to the one het ~
-~had 11 months ago. =" 7"
Charles Dodson, 58 of

Geneva, talked about losing his

Newsyoucanuse

“there,” he said. “Its Just a ques-

‘ tmg to the end of therr bene ts. -
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Dunng the 30-some inter-
views he’s been on, Dodson
says he ‘hears the words :
“overquallﬁed" too oftert.- E

“I'am absolutely convinced I -
w1ll find that: right job out

tion of when.”

In the meantlme, more and‘ ‘
mote.workers keep coming
into the unemployment office, -
said Bern Colleran; spokesma.n :
for the department. - : '

And without an extensron of JEFFRNO

‘benefits, Colleran said 3, 700 u s Sen Dick Durbin, a Springfleld Democrat ‘lister

Tllinois workers a week are get- the- Employment Trainlng center in North Aurora as
ers tell theIr stprles E L :



